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Abstract

Introduction: Nurses play a vital role in caring for end-of-life patients and their
families. This care requires adequate knowledge, positive attitudes, and professional
competencies to ensure the delivery of quality care that meets professional nursing
standards.

Objective: To examine the knowledge, attitudes, and competencies of professional
nurses in end-of-life care at a tertiary hospital in Chaiyaphum Province.

Methodology: This descriptive study involved 127 professional nurses working at
a tertiary hospital in Chaiyaphum Province. Participants were selected using stratified
random sampling. Data were collected using four instruments: a demographic questionnaire,
a knowledge test on end-of-life care, an attitude questionnaire on end-of-life care, and
a competency questionnaire for registered nurses in end-of-life care. The instruments
demonstrated content validity indices ranging from 0.67 to 1.00 and reliability coefficients
of 0.86, 0.94, and 0.83, respectively. Descriptive statistics were used for data analysis.

Results: The findings showed that participants had (1) high levels of knowledge in
end-of-life care (M = 8.03, SD = 2.55), (2) positive attitudes toward end-of-life care (M = 3.88,
SD = 0.44), and (3) high levels of competency in end-of-life care (M = 3.79, SD = 0.60).

Conclusion: Professional nurses at the tertiary hospital in Chaiyaphum Province
demonstrated high levels of knowledge, positive attitudes, and competency in end-of-life
care.

Implications: Knowledge-sharing programs should be established between
experienced and novice nurses to enhance end-of-life care competencies and promote
a learning organization environment.
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