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THE STUDY OF NEW BREAST CANCER PATIENTS ACCESS TO
RADIATION THERAPY WITHIN SPECIFIED PERIOD

*

Patcharin Usa*, Wuttiphong Phakdeekulr, Warinmad Kedthongma

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study factors related to access to radiation
therapy within the specified period and 2) compare access to radiation therapy within the
specified period (S42 days). This research was retrospective study. The 1,146 population
were new breast cancer patients treated at Udon Thani Cancer hospital in 2018-2021. Data
were collected from the Thai Cancer Base program and Thai Hospital Information System
program. All data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, Spearman correlation coefficients,
and One-Sample T-test.

The study found that the majority of samples were female 99.6% [average age of
52 years (S.D.=10.6)], couple-widow-divorce 87.6 %, stage Il 42.3% and access to
radiation therapy within the specified period 92.5 % [average waiting time 26.5 days
(5.D.=17.9)]. In addition, factors related to receiving radiation therapy within specified time
period were the stage of breast cancer (p<0.01). Moreover, the comparison of data on
access to radiation therapy within specified time revealed that the duration of access to

radiation therapy was better than standard with statistical significance (p<0.001).

Keywords: Breast cancer; Radiation therapy; Access to care; The stage of breast cancer

*Faculty of Public Health, Kasetsart University Chalermphrakiat Sakon Nakhon Province Campus
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