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FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH PSYCHOLOGICAL SYMPTOMS AMONG
DRUG USERS

Poonrut Leyatikul*, Rungsiya Wonguppa™

ABSTRACT

The illicit drug has many adverse effects on the user's body, family, and society.
This cross-sectional survey study focused on demographic characteristics and drug
abuse behavior, and associated psychological symptoms. In this study, Thai drug users
with psychological symptoms and receiving treatment in government services
nationwide were targeted. A stratified clustered sampling was carried out. One thousand
thirty-five subjects who agreed to participate in the study were collected data through
structured interviews with observation and treatment history. The data were analyzed by
distribution, frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and chi-square test.

This study found statistically significant differences in sex, marital status, and
education between methamphetamine users and other drug users. Psychological
symptoms such as irritability, aggressiveness, hallucinations, persistent sadness, and
acute psychomotor instability are statistically different between methamphetamine users

and other drug users.

Keywords: lllicit drugs, Methamphetamine, drug use behavior, psychological symptoms

* Faculty of Public Health, Vongchavalitkul University, Nakhon Ratchasima
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