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Abstract

India has elevated its traditional medical systems through the establishment of
the Ministry of AYUSH, a specialized ministry responsible for policy formulation, research,
and the promotion of indigenous health systems. This reflects the state’s role in
integrating traditional medicine into the national health system. This article aims to study
the feasibility of establishing a Ministry of Thai Traditional Medicine in Thailand by using
the Ministry of AYUSH as a framework for comparative public policy analysis. The study
applies the Advocacy Coalition Framework (ACF) by Sabatier and Jenkins-Smith to
analyze structural factors, administrative mechanisms, and political conditions affecting
policy success, alongside policy and health systems analysis. Utilizing a qualitative
research methodology, the study analyzes secondary data from academic literature,
laws, policies, and official government reports. The findings indicate that India’s success
in elevating traditional medicine to the ministerial level is driven by a coherent policy
coalition, strong political support from the central government, and the integration of
health policy with cultural and national identity. In contrast, Thailand, despite having
foundational institutional structures for Thai traditional medicine, faces challenges
related to policy discontinuity, fragmented inter-agency coordination, and limited
political commitment. This article proposes that the establishment of a Ministry of Thai
Traditional Medicine should rely on building advocacy coalitions and formulating a
National Strategic Plan for Thai traditional Medicine, with clearly defined goals, visions,
and indicators to drive Thai traditional medicine as a vital mechanism in the national

health system and economy.
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Relatively Stable Parameters Policy Subsystem
i 3 Coalition A Policy Brokers  Coalition B
L.Basicitinbutesiofitheiproblem a. Policy beliefs a. Policy beliefs
area.
b. Resources b. Resources

2. Basic distribution of natural
resources.

3. Fundamental socio-cultural Strategy Strategy
Valu'es and s_oci'al structure. L > Constraints re guidance re guidance
4. Basic constitutional structure. and Instruments instruments
Resources of \ Decisions by
Subsystem —p Governmental Authorities
Actors
External (System) Events Institutional Rules, Resource Allocations,
=i And Appointments
1. Changes in socioeconomic 1
conditions. Policy Outputs

2. Changes in public opinion.

3. Changes in systematic
governing coalition. Policy Impacts

4. Policy decisions and impacts
from other subsystems.
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AWl 1 nseulAnNauTusTInsIilensatuayY (Adapted from Sabatier & Jenkins-Smith, 1993)
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Soft Power sgnaiduszuunasmaios (Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine, 2023)
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mmsmqmiuizﬁ’wgmqﬁ (Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine, 2022) waluid
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mqmizﬁmﬂuan (External Events)
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Lﬁmaﬂiﬁi’ (Government of India, n.d.) ¥augLA gAY LWIAA India’s Cultural Renaissance ﬁ?%ﬁ”l‘ﬁllﬂu
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(HDmall, 2021) MIguagua oty waznisasgiinuiunieisiuui ogdlsin Vssmelnedsd
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sUs353 n3EnseguiiunumlunsaNasuNTYsANAITUSNSHL National Ayush Mission Tagatfuatu
n3¥RRIuazENIERUNLIBUINIS AYUSH N3 co-location 989U3n15 AYUSH Tuanuuinisveesyseau
Ugundl vienll uavaiend \u Primary Health Centres (PHCs), Community Health Centres (CHCs) wae
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All India Institute of Ayurveda, CCRAS, PCIM&H @ National Commission for Indian System of
Medicine (NCISM) %a%wﬁ’uﬁmﬁﬁﬁwﬁmqﬂmm Ty WwwNIgIue1 MNuAuAMEITY wazaduayuy
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uruTagtuegutaLau Tnsunnegunuiagiusanauduunumdn (dominant core) Y845z UUUINTAUN M
Yuzdl AYUSH vmuniilada (complementary role) uazagneymadanlunisguaguam lnsamslusedu
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‘vﬁamil,l;wwéLmul‘maﬂszqﬂémﬂamﬁuﬁlé%’umﬁmm uae (A) gﬁlﬁﬁ"umi%’maaaaﬁmmgﬁmﬂmmmé
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