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An Investigation of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and Close Contacts in a Laborer Camp,
Sawankhalok District, Sukhothai, January 10th- May 315t, 2011
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Abstract:

On 10th January 2011, the SRRT in Sawankhalok District had received a notification from a female ward in
Sawankhalok Hospital about a new case of pulmonary tuberculosis with acid fast bacilli (AFB) in sputum.
Investigation on close contacts was conducted during 10" January - 31" May 2011 with aims to confirm
diagnosis, describe about case contacts and implement outbreak control measures.

We found 11 close contacts (3 adults and 8 children) in households, but no one infected with TB. All of
them revealed normal chest X-ray and sputum smears for AFB were also negative. Among all close contacted
children received tuberculin skin test (TST), 4 children who aged under 5 years were positive for TST. They
were provided with treatment for latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI) by Isoniacid for 6 months until the
treatment was completed.

Risks of LTBI in this study were poor sanitation, hygiene and environment. Control measures included
isolation of the index case followed by the treatment program, cleaning environment in the camp, providing

health education for all laborers in the camp. Until 6 months after the outbreak, no new patient was detected.

Keywords: latent TB infection, tuberculin skin test, close contact investigation, quality of life
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