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TABLE 1. Disease candidates for worldwide eradication — International Task Force
for Disease Eradication, 1992

Current annual

Chief obstacles

Disease toll worldwide to eradication Conclusion
Taeniasis/ 50 million cases; Need simpler diagnostics for Potentially
Cysticercosis 50,000 deaths humans and pigs eradicable

Cholera Unknown Environmental reservoirs; Not now eradicable
strain differences

Chagas disease 15—20 million Difficult diagnosis and Not eradicable
infected treatment; animal reservoirs

Schistosomiasis 200 million Reservoir hosts; increased Not now eradicable
infected snail-breeding sites

Ascariasis 1 billion Eggs viable in soil Not now eradicable
infected; 20,000 for years; laborious diagnosis;
deaths widespread

Hookworm disease 900 million Laborious diagnosis; adult : Not now eradicable
infected; 60,000 worms may live 5 years;

deaths widespread
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