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ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROME (AIDS)
Experimental Infection of Chimpanzees with
Lymphadenopathy-associated Virus

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. — Evidence from 2 investigations
indicates that the retrovirus etiologically linked to acquired
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) may infect chimpanzees
(Pan troglodytes). In the first study, investigators {rom the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC) and Emory University’s Yerkes
Regional Primate Research Center, Atlanta, Georgia, inoculated
2 chimpanzees with lymphadenopathy-associated virus (LAV), |
of 2 prototype retrovirus isolates etiologically associated with
AIDS. Both animals were virologically and serologically negative
before inoculations; both were injected simultaneously with con-
centrated virus and autologous lymphocytes that had been
infected in vitro with LAV. Both animals were immunostimulated
concomitantly by inoculation of diphtheria-tetanus toxoid and
pneumococcal vaccine. One animal received human lymphocytes
as an additional immunostimulant.

Six days after inoculation, a retrovirus identified as LAV by
reverse transcriptase assay, direct immunofluorescence, p25 com-
petitive radioimmunoprecipitation, and electron microscopy was
identified from peripheral lymphocytes of both animals. The virus
was isolated from both animals from 6 consecutive lymphocyie





