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EXPANDED PROGRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION
Global status report

4

1
Immunization coverage of children before their first birthday—
infants—is an indicator of progress for the Expanded Programme
on Immunization (EPI). Information from national programmes
is provided 1o WHO Regional Offices and forwarded 10 EPI
Geneva for analysis. Feedback generally occurs at least twice
yearly through the report of the EPI Global Advisory Group and

through publication of status reports in the Ieekly Epidemio-

logical Record.

Table 1 presents the information on infant immunization cov-
erage for the 25 largest developing countries, for other developing
countries, for China, and for the developed countries, At present,
almost 40% of the children in developing countries, excluding
China, receive a third dose of DPT and of polio vaccine, WHO
estimated thatin 1974, when the EPI was established, the coverage
of infants with these vaccines was less than 5% in these coun-
tries.

All Regions, except Africa, show an immunization coverage of
over 50% for at least | of the EPI vaccines (Table 2). For DPT and
poliomyelitis, these figures represent coverage with 3 doses, and
coverage with only an initial dose may be half as much again in
many immunization programmes. This coverage with an initial
dose servesas a conservative indicator of the access which children
have to immunization services (and most likely to other health



489 h e October 18, 1985

services as well) in the first year of life. Simply by reinforcing
existing health services, there seems 1o be every reason 10 expect
that full immunization coverage of 60-70% will be achieved with
the EPI vaccines in developing countries by 1990. The central task
is to make certain that susceptible children within reach of health
services are identified and followed up until fully immunized.

The present immunization situation represents a major public
health gain over the last 10 years. Yet such a gain is clearly not
_ enough. More than a quarter of a million cases of poliomyelitis and
almost 3.5 million deaths attributable 1o EPI target discases con-
tinue to occur annually (Table 3). Global figures for immunization
coverage represent an average which conceals the poor situation in
a few large countries and many smaller ones. Coverage with a third
dose of DPT is less than 15% in 13 of the least developed countries
which account for some 10% of the surviving infanis in the devel-
oping world, excluding China (Table 4). And in countries
achieving higher levels of coverage, infants and women of child-
bearing age not immunized are among the most disadvantaged in
the world. Bringing immunization and other health services to
them and their families remains a challenging task, particularly ifit
is to be accomplished by 1990.
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