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Abstract

Background: Multi-country outbreak of monkeypox 2022 was first identified in May 2022. The United Kingdom
reported a confirmed case among an individual who travelled back from Nigeria and clusters of confirmed cases
with no linkage with previous cases and no history of travelling outside the country before the onset. Most cases
were Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM). Here, we reviewed how Thailand respond to the multi-country outbreak
of monkeypox in 2022.

Methods: Documents about Thailand’s response to the multi-country outbreak of monkeypox in 2022 from
various resources were reviewed and divided into activation, performance, and deactivation of EOC (Emergency
Operations Center) Monkeypox during May 21 to October 31, 2022, and Thailand’s other implementations to
responses to the outbreak.

Results: The Department of Disease Control activated the EOC Monkeypox on May 21, 2022. The surveillance was

set up at the Point-of-Entry at the airport and health facilities nationwide for early detection. The first confirmed
case was identified on July 19, 2022. The World Health Organization has declared a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC) for the monkeypox outbreak since July 23, 2022. After that, the Ministry of Public
Health upgraded the EOC Monkeypox to the ministry level to collaborate on monkeypox cases surveillance and
management. However, the trend of reported cases globally and the rate of suspected cases per week decreased.
Therefore, EOC Monkeypox was downgraded to the department level. Then, the EOC was deactivated and turned
to national routine surveillance on November 1, 2022. Ninety-four suspected cases and 12 confirmed cases were
reported during the EOC activation.

Recommendations: Thailand’s response to the multi-country monkeypox outbreak went well due to the

mechanism of EOC. However, surveillance information storage, reporting systems, and case and close contact

management were challenges and lesson-learned, which are necessary well-prepared for the next pandemic.
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