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HIV Serosurveillance in Thailand: Result of the 16th round, June 1998
Ungchusak K®, Saengwonloey O, Jaemkrajang P, Sirisopana N, Thonghong A(”' , Junsiriyakorn S, Saungnam L%,
Thepasitha K, (1) Division of Epidemiology, Ministry of Public Health(2) Armed Forces Research Inistitition of Medical Sciences
(3) Communicable Disease Control Regional Center 1, Ministry of Public He&lth
Introduction: The bi-annual HIV serosurveillance among 6 sentinel population in all provinces of Thailand was started in 1989
and has been switched to annually since 1995. This report summarized the main result from the most recent 1998 June - mid July

survey.

Methodology: Sentinel population in each province were selected and tested as following: 1) Commercial sex workers (CSWs)
were selected from direct (brothels) and indirect places (other sex establishments) of the main city area. A sample size of 100 - 200
in each group were enrolled from all available CSWs in randomly selected places and tested for HIV by vquﬁtmy confidential

approach. 2) Male CSWs for male clients from 3 tourist cities were selected and tested in the same procedure as female CSWs. 3)
Male attendees at government sexually transmitted diseases clinics (STDs) were tested using unlinked anonymous Sﬂategiés. 4) All
injecting drug users patients during the survey period in major drug treatment clinics were tested on voluntary confidential basis.
5) Result of HIV routine testing for pregnant women (over 90%) attended government ante-natﬁl care clinics (ANC) in the
provincial hospital and three other sentinel district hospitals of each province durinAg\the month of April to June were retrieved. 6 )

Data from HIV screening ‘of donated blood durirg June were analyzed. Median, maximum and minimum prevalence from all

sentinel sites which had sample size more than 20 were calculated to show national figures. In addition, preval of HIV
. conscripts tested in May were also shared by Roy=i Thai Army. : / =
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Results: National HIV prevalence among direct and indirect CSWs were 21.05% and 6.67% respectively which were lower than
last year. Male sex workers showed median prevalence of 15%. HIV from donated blood was 0.39% and from injecting drug users
patients was 47.46% . Prevalence among male STDs was 8.5% which showed a little increased from 7% of last year. Routine HIV
testing of 63,690 pregnant women revealed a median prevalence of 1.53% in all age groups with1.2% for women age less than 20
years old. Pregnant women attended provincial ANC had higher HIV prevalence (1.88%) when compared to those who attended
district hospitals (1.32%). Prevalence of HIV among new conscripts-was 1.9% (522/26,848)

Conclusion: During the current economic crisis, HIV prevalence among CSWs and pregnant women and conscripis showed
stable or slightly lower with no increasing signs. Several provinces should reserved as priority area for HIV control program such
as eastern sea coast area, provinces in the south that border Myanmar and upper northern region of Thairliand. Interventions such
sas'short course AZT for pregnant women should be implemented to prevenmefr:r;nm.

Key words : HIV, serosurveillance, scx workers, pregnant w0|ncgydrugv§em, conscripts, STD patient, Thailand
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Eigure 2, HIV Prevalence among male commercial sex workers (CSWs) ,
and male at STD clinics, Thailand 19891998
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Eigure 3, HIV Prevalence among injecting drug users
at treatement clinic , Thailand 1989-1997
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Figure_4. HIV Prevalence among pregnant women,
and donated blood, Thailand 1989-1998
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Figure 6. HIV Frealerce among male conscripts at the age of 21 ,
Thailand 1989-1998
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Eigure 6. Seroprevalence of HIV among pregnant women by age group

and places of antenatal care clinics, June 1998, Thailand
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Séroprevalenoe of HIV among pregnant wemen by age group

and places of antenatal care clinics, June 1998 compared to 1997, Thailand
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