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Abstract

Study the existing information system of occupational illnessis necessary for
effective development of surveillance system. The objective was to study the
information system and descriptive epidemiology of occupationa illness at
Lampang. We interviewed the personnel who were responsible for occupational
data in two hospitals and Lampang provincia Social Security Office,
Occupational data without accident in 1998 was reviewed using medical chart and
employee's compensation chart.

No occupationa information system in hospital, Lampang provincial Social
Security Office had only occupational data of employee who received
compensation. Most occupational patients were treated at Lampang Hospital or
examined in the can-food factory. The finding was not represented the descriptive
epidemiology of occupational health problem in Lampang. To initiate pilot project
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of occupational surveillance system in Lampang Hospital should be tested for the
appropriate model. The outcome can be used to set prevention and control
planning of occupational illness.
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The Knowledge, Attitude and Practice of Helmet Use among Motor cycle
Ridersand Passengersin Thailand After Helmet Law Enfor cement

I ntroduction

Worldwide, helmet use has been accepted to be an effective way to decrease severity of
head injury which leads to decrease number of deaths from motorcycle accident. The
legislation of helmet law in Thailand began in February 1993, only in Bangkok area. Before
the implementation of helmet law in Thailand there was a study of knowledge, attitude and
practice in Bangkok and other 8 provinces al over the country by the Ministry of Public
Health, Thailand. This study was conducted to be the second phase of the previous study to
assess the change after legislation of the law.

Methods

A cross-sectional survey was performed in Bangkok and the other 8 provinces which are
same provinces as the previous study (Chiang Mai, Nan, Udon Thani, Srisaket, Ratchaburi,
Phuket, Chumporn and Chonburi). The prevalence of helmet use were studied in crowded
areas of each province. In addition, the knowledge, attitude and practice of motorcycle riders
and passengers were compared between the province which already have law enforcement
(Bangkok) and those provinces do not be implemented by the law (the other 8 provinces).

Results

From total of 3826 people being interviewed, 2899 (75.8%) were motorcycle riders and
927 (24.2%) were the passengers. The prevalence of helmet use among motorcycle riders and
passengers in Bangkok was equal to 95% and 89% respectively while the prevalence were
much lower in the other 8 provinces (36% in motorcycle riders and 17% in passengers).

For the knowledge, about 50% of respondent in Bangkok gave correct answer about
types of helmet that were alowed by the law while 15% of the respondent in the other
provinces had correct answer. About the knowledge regarding severity of punishment in those
who against the law, 53% of riders in Bangkok gave correct answer while only 12% of the
riders in other provinces did. Similarly, 61% of passengers in Bangkok and only 8% in the
other provinces replied with the correct answer.

The attitude about advantage of helmet for protection of severe head injury were quite
high in al groups (more than 90%) while the agreement to have nationwide helmet law
enforcement were slightly lower (61-65 % agreement).

Discussion and recommendation

Comparing to the prevalence of helmet use in the previous study, less than 50 % of
motorcycle riders and passengers in Bangkok wore helmet before the law enforcement while
nearly 100% used helmet after the legislation of the law. On the other hand, the respondentsin
the other provinces had not much increase prevalence of helmet use although there was health
education about the advantage of helmet by various routes during the enforcement of the law
in Bangkok. However, the knowledge and attitude about advantage of helmet use was quite
high and were not much differ between Bangkok and the other provinces, except the
knowledge related to the law.
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To achieve the goal of decreasing mortality from motorcycle injury, legislation of
helmet law should be expanded to all area of the country since the enforcement of the law
have higher effect on changing of practice than the knowledge and attitude alone.
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HIV serosurveillancein Thailand: Result of the 18" round, June
2000
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Division of Epidemiology , Ministry of Public

Health, Nonthaburi ,11000

Introduction: HIV serosurveillance in Thailand was established in 1989, using serial
cross-sectional survey technique to evaluate trend in HIV prevalence among severa
sentinel populations. The survey used to be a bi-annual survey but was modified to be
annually since 1995. This report summarized the result from the 2000 annual survey.
Methodology: The sentinel populations with a sample size of 100-200 per group per
province were selected and tested for HIV infection. All CSWs in the randomly
selected establishments would be enrolled for HIV testing. Commercial sex workers
(CSWs) were classified as direct (brothel based) and indirect (other sex establishments).
HIV testing for both groups of CSWs was voluntary confidential testing. Male
attendees at government sexually transmitted diseases clinics (STDs) during the survey
period were tested using unlinked anonymous strategies. Pregnant women attended
government ante-natal care clinics during the surveys period would be selected and
tested for HIV mainly by voluntary confidential testing with small proportion tested by
unlinked anonymous strategy. Injecting drug users (IDUs) who attended major drug
treatment clinics during the survey period were enrolled and tested on voluntary
confidential process. HIV prevalence among 21 year old male conscripts was surveyed
by the Roya Tha Army. Median, maximum and minimum of provincia HIV
prevalence of each sentinel group, which has sample size more than 20 subjects, were
calculated to show national trend.

Results: HIV prevalence among indirect CSWs, male attendees at STDs, pregnhant
women and 21 year old male conscripts show a decreasing trend. National HIV
prevalence among indirect CSWs, male attendees at STDs, pregnant women and 21 year
old male conscripts were 5.5 percents, 5.9 percents, 1.5 percents and 1.4 percents
respectively. After 5 years of increasing HIV prevalence among IDUs in this last round
IS decreasing, it was 47.2 percents. Although the overall trend among direct CSWsiis
decreasing, the HIV prevalence thisyear is higher than last year, it was 18.5 percents, an
increase of 2.5 percent from the last round.
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Conclusion: The HIV serosurveillance among most sentinel groups show a decreasing
trend this year except among IDUs and direct CSWs.
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