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Abstract

Desktop computer-assisted self-interviewing is an efficient and more accurate method for the assessment of sensitive
behavioral data than interviewer- or self-administered questionnaires. However, desktop computers are expensive and
immobile and may be of limited use in resource-strained and remote settings. Handheld mini-computers (also known
as palmtop computers) may provide a cheaper, more mobile and long lasting battery—powered alternative to desktop
computers for the collection of risk behavior data. This paper aims to introduce the use of Palm'" “handhelds” as a
data collection tool, in terms of hardware, software and applications, based on our experiences in risk behavior

surveillance among adolescents in Northern Thailand.
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